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Externally Set Assignment

Understanding and Applying Graphics Skills 

Year 12

Year 13

Externally Set Assignment 
Final A 
level 

exams

Personal Investigation

Personal InvestigationPersonal Investigation

Personal Investigation Personal Investigation

Advertising mini-project

Illustration mini-project Preparatory phase
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Recording 
ideas and 
insights

Visual 
recording

Critical 
understanding 

of sources

Developing 
ideas

Experimenting 
with new 

techniques 
and media

Reviewing 
and refining

Designing 
and testing

Presenting a 
meaningful 
response

Engaging with 
artists and 
designers

Making 
connections

Developing 
presentation

Resolving 
ideas

Realising 
intentions

Developing 
appropriate 
use of media

Introduction
to the 

course

Introduction to 
Photoshop

Printing 
workshops

Observation 
drawing and 

painting 
workshops

Responding to 
an illustration 

brief

Compare and 
contrast 

illustrators

Visual 
recording and 

researching

Digital 
development 

of designs

Practical 
workshops and 

refining 
imagery

Developing 
designs in 
different 
formats

Introduction to 
branding

Brand focus 
research task

Rebranding 
task

‘The big idea’

Brand values

Communicating 
vision

Personality

Development 
of a brand 

identity

Traditional vs 
digital brand 

design

Market 
research

Brand 
application

Brand 
advertising

Humour in 
advertising

Print vs.
digital

In-depth 
research 

task

Client brief

Evolution 
of 

advertising

Purpose and 
intention

Designing and 
refining

Final piece

Question set 
by the exam 

board

Initial 
responses and 

research

Research of 
relevant artists

Personal 
responses to 

artists studied

Experimental 
work in new 

media

Bringing ideas 
together in 

designs

Refining use of 
new media 

Question set 
by the exam 

board

Visual recording in 
different formats

15 hour (3 day) 
exam

Personal Investigation

Evaluating 
outcomes

Refining final 
pieces

Final piece/s

Developing 
designs

Trials and 
prototypes

Introduction to 
PI Unit

In-depth critical 
research and 

analysis

Exemplar PI 
research PI Outline 

Proposal

1,000 
word draft

2,000 
word draft

Final draft 
3,000 word

Visual 
recording

Focussed artist 
research

Viva Voce PI 
presentations Personal 

response to 
artists studied

Initial response 
research

Observation 
Drawing

Experimental 
work in new 

media

Refining and 
reviewing

Gallery visit 
write up

Designing and 
refining plans

So Far… 
What’s 

Next task

2 day mock 
exam

Evaluation of 
final piece and 
PI unit so far

First Hand 
Recording

Focussed artist 
research

Focussed artist 
research

Personal 
response to 

artists studied

Experimental 
work in new 

media related 
to artists 
studied

Combining 
previous ideas 

to compile 
designs

Personal 
response to 

artists studied

Portfolio 
workshops

Bringing all 
ideas together 
into final piece 

design ideas

Testing and 
trialing designs

Refining ideas 
following trials


